





Cladding Montevetro has been
designed as a clear expression of
its context, function, site and
orientation, writes Chris Eisner
of Hurley Robertson. Richard
Rogers Partnership and Hurley
Robertson & Associates worked
closely with cladding consultant
Hartmut Loeffler during design de-
velopment, establishing the
principal requirements of
appearance and technical
performance. The design was
developed further once the
contractor had been selected
through a two-stage tender
process. Felix UK was selected and
became intimately involved in all
aspects of the detailed work.
Technical design workshops were
run in both London and Lausanne
at the Felix SA offices and plant,
where the detailed design and
manufacture took place. These in-
cluded the important issues of
construction methods and
sequencing. John Millington of
Taylor Woodrow Construction was
pivotal in establishing an
integrated approach to
sequencing, with concrete frame
completion before delivery of
bathroom pods and the
positioning of these in the
building just before cladding pan-
el were delivered and erected and
the envelope sealed. Pre-
production cladding samples were
made by Felix and tested at TEL
Greenford. Work at site began
with deliveries of panels from
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Switzerland and a duplicate
assembly facility in the UK. Where
possible panels were lifted directly
from truck to building. The skin
comprises glass, terracotta and
aluminium panels structured with-
in a framework of prefabricated
storey-high panels. Each floor lev-
el is expressed with a recessed
band which integrates all service
penetrations for vents, flues and
balcony or canopy attachment
brackets. On the west elevation
(above left) high-performance
double-glazed units are bonded
onto integrated subframes and
mechanically restrained onto the
main panel frames. The storey-
high panels measure 3050mm by
3600mm, forming the main
cladding module. The balconies
on this elevation, manufactured
and installed by Barker Shepley,
are self-contained structures,
bracketed and suspended from
the frame using stainless steel ca-
bles and couplings, with a yellow
tubular frame and timber deck.
The east elevation (above right)
comprises full-height rainscreen
terracotta cladding with integrat-
ed windows. Within a similar
framing system and a horizontal
grid subdivision module of
900mm, are extruded and
sandblasted natural terracotta
panels, fixed with a stainless steel
clip system incorporating anti-
vibration mounts. Modular fixed
and opening lights are of 900mm
and 1800mm (above centre). The

top vents are operated either
mechanically by integrated drives
within the frames, or electrically
from remote switches. Areas of
plain cladding are formed with
flat aluminium sheet mounted as
rainscreen within compatible
modular panels. The fully glazed
lift shafts contain part-glazed lift
cars. Each of the eight shafts has
an internal support structure on a
three-floor vertical module, with
cantilevered steelwork and three-
storey high sections of glazing.
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Penthouse cladding Although
integrated into the overall design,
the penthouses have a different
system of fully glazed cladding
(above), with a special set of
extruded profiles and silicone
bonded glazing to achieve
slender sight lines. The 9m high
glazing is supported from
dedicated internal columns and
bracketry, including a sloping
glass projection, while wide pivot
doors give residents direct access
to the terraces.
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Typical flat plans Living-rooms,
kitchens and balconies are

positioned on the west side, over-
looking the river, with bedrooms | _________I_
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on the east and bathroom pods +

shown are in block D level three, Q8 B
with three and two bedrooms

(and bathrooms) respectively. The

double lifts are pulled out to

provide shared lift lobbies and to -
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provide articulation to the east fa-
cade. The inner core, comprising
escape stair, ducts, flues and risers
etc, is positioned (unusually for O,
Rogers) within the depths of the - u
pmn. d117T 111
Interiors Under the sloping roof
are eight double-height penthous-
es, each with a living-room and
kitchen on the upper level and
bedrooms below.

in between. The apartments ?0
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carly in 1994 to study the redevelopment
of the Hovis flour mill site and a planning
application was lodged in June 1994; fol-
lowing a planning enquiry, permission
was granted in December 1995. In
November 1996 the site was purchased by
Taylor Woodrow Capital Developments
who commissioned the Rogers office to
develop the design. Procurement was by
design and build with Taylor Woodrow
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Construction as contractor. Hurley
Robertson & Associates were appointed as
co-architect and design team leader for
the realisation phase from November
1996 onwards, contributing to the design
development, construction planning and
production of co-ordinated construction
information.

Montevetro’s 103 apartments are
organised into five connected blocks,

Below The west elevation, as
seen by the architects and as inter-
preted by the estate agents.
Apartments range in size from the
one-bedroom 573 square foot
(53.2 square metre) flat on the
ground floor of the south end at
£295,000 to the 3,189 square
foot (296 square metre) three-
bedroom penthouse (the second
highest) at £3.75m.
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stepping up from four storeys at the south
to 20 storeys at the north. All living-rooms
and kitchens are on the west side, with
fully-glazed walls and balconies overlook-
ing the river, while bedrooms are on the
east, behind part-glazed part-terrracotta-
clad skin. Mechanical cooling to living-
rooms and bedrooms is provided by
individually controlled and metered
fan-coil units concealed within the walls
and wardrobes. The bathroom pods, fin-
ished in full-height coloured glass walls,
were prefabricated in Denmark. Colours
include the familar Rogers palette of
metallic grey with yellow highlights for
the balcony structures and ‘Rogers blue’
for the carpets in the lift lobbies.

The entrance to the site is from the
east, adjacent to the security office, which
also gives access to the residents’ car park-
ing and the leisure centre. Entrances to
the building are located at the base of the
four glazed lift towers on the east side.
Apartments are accessed directly from the
zinc-clad lift lobbies, thus avoiding inter-
nal corridors.

The development comprises mainly
two-bedroom flats but also one-and three-

Left/below The contrasting west
and east elevations arise from the
decision to make all apartments
double aspect, with the living-
rooms facing west and access

and bedrooms on the east.

Above The north elevation,
reaching to 20 storeys, is crowned
by a 2,500 square foot penthouse.

bedroom flats and ten duplex penthous-
es, with sizes ranging from 570 to 3,100
square feet. The site also includes a two-
storey leisure centre/security building
and 170 parking spaces in a single floor of
underground parking and a single-storey
structure located behind the leisure cen-
tre. The duplex penthouses occupy the
space beneath the sloping roof, with the
main living area and kitchen on the upper
level and bedrooms and bathrooms
below, linked by a light steel staircase.
The concrete frame is clad in a Felix
prefabricated curtain wall — glass on the
west side, terracotta and glass on the east
— with sloping roofs formed from stepped
zinc. The lift shafts combine steel-support-
ed glass cladding with aluminium-faced

Below 1994 scheme (ph: Eamonn O’Mahony) and
as later depicted by Hayes Davidson for the developer.

concrete which acts as a fire shield.

Prefabricated balconies on the west ele-
vation comprise structural steelwork sus-
pended from each floor slab and infilled
with tannelised softwood decking. The
balustrades are constructed of clear glass,
while privacy screens are made from full-
height etched glass.

The two-storey leisure centre building
screens the garden on the east side from
the road. It is also clad in a variant of the
the glass and terracotta curtain wall used
for the main building, with an aluminium
standing seam roof. As well as containing
a gym, sauna etc, the leisure centre gives
access to the open-air tennis court located
above the parking structure.

Project team

Architect: Richard Rogers Partnership; co-architect: Hurley Robertson
& Associates; HRA current team: John Hurley, Chris Eisner, Derek
Davis, Andrew Fisher, Festus Moffat, Simon Parkes, Ulrike Steven,
Victoria Whenray; structural engineer: Waterman Partnership; ser-
vices engineer: DSSR; gs: WT Partnership; landscape: Townshend
Landscape Architects; contractor: Taylor Woodrow Construction;
client/contract administrator: Taylor Woodrow Capital
Developments.

Selected subcontractors and suppliers

Concrete frame: Buildstone; steelwork: Rowen; cladding: Felix UK;
terracotta: G&F Industries; glass: Glaverbel, St Gobain; lift shaft:
Eckelt; roofing: Varla; external balconies: Barker Shepley; timber
deck: HLD; glass balustrades: Hanson; bathroom pods: E|
Badekabiner; sanitaryware: Trent, Armitage Shanks, Kaldewei; taps:
Grohe, Vola; towel rails; Runtalrad; radiators: Hudevad; Iifts:
Schindler; ironmongery: Allgood; Manet internal glass fixings:
Dorma; light switches: Hamilton Litestat; raised floor: Durabella;
blinds: Levolux; plaster/board: Lafarge, British Cypsum; in situ bath-
room fit-out: Chelsea Artisans; zinc panelling: Benchmark; metal-
wark: Littlehampton Welding; leisure building roof: Asphaltic, Corus;
leisure building cladding: Alusuisse; reception furniture: Scott
Howard; external precast paving/stairs: Malling, Marshalls








