








culture of tomorrow focused on ‘risk, team-
work, together, well run, complex, standing
out from the crowd, new beginnings. The
same exercises rated the previous building:
on the good side, ‘enclosed space (mostly
cellular), natural light/aspect, located with
team, and on the bad side, ‘run
down/depressing, temperature control,
poor ventilation, cramped, no plan in lay-
out. So the fit-out was heavy with
expectations, as well as the usual anxieties
about change.

The JWT letting begins in the first floor
entrance hall, where the office entrance has
been offset to one side of the back wall to
avoid the centreline row of ’50s V-shaped
columns. You enter a large, open area with
‘doughnut’ reception desk under a rooflight,
knowledge centre shelving (a symbol of a
knowledge-based organisation) and seating
for meeting visitors. To the left, beyond the
row of V-shaped columns, are audio-visual
areas for previewing adverts and the like. A
cow looks on.

There is a new, open helical stair leading
up to the second floor. This connection
helps create a two-storey heart to the letting,
and lessens the sense that there are five sepa-
rate floors only otherwise reached by lift
from the public lobby. On the second floor,
there are work areas and meeting spaces, as
well as a communal cafe and access to the
roof terrace seating, which is exclusive to
JWT.

In the office spaces, typically, the central
spine as you enter is for a mix of small
accounts, while the side areas are used by
teams on larger projects. There are also
meeting areas, but space-demand is not
currently high enough to necessitate touch-
down desks. The ‘creatives’ are split through
the team areas, rather than being grouped
together.

The interior open plan is drawn together
by the use of furniture and white decor
with occasional stripes of colour, and the
shallowness of the indented plan. (Floors
seven to 10 are just the central rectangle.)
The space feels fairly ordered and tidy,
although it is perhaps early days for a more
occupied (ie messy) feel. It works as work-
space. It is, though, ‘engine-room’ design,
with little attempt to carry through the
symbols of corporate culture-change evi-
dent in the client-facing spaces on the lowest
two floors, which some staff may never see
day-to-day. JWT relies on the persuasiveness
of audio-visual media for its livelihood.
Perhaps there could have been more faith in
the persuasiveness of the medium of archi-
tecture to communicate the new JWT
among staff,

As to the building overall, it has a
good-to-work-in feel. It is a significant
transformation of an unpromising building
that others might have written off as ready
for demolition. There was not, after all, a lot
of ‘character’ to build on,

HRA has succeeded in making this refur-
bishment a rejuvenation.
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Left:the second floor
bar/cafe area, for use
by all JWT staff in the
building, which looks
out onto aroof
terrace through
windows on the left.
Far left: thereisan
informal meeting
area on the first floor,
with a’doughnut’
receptiondeskand
knowledge centre
beyond

Left: flexible space on
the first floor, for
making pitches to
clients. Farleft: view
of atypical open plan
office area down the
spine of a floor.The
low ceilings and
centre-line columns
do not dominate
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Services s : Ll E
The building is a child of the 1950s and was originally operated as a heated-only building with AET : 1= i L
operable windows at all floor levels to provide ventilation and cooling. The constraints of the e . === 5.8 = AL == : j 5 I: : = = “: L?iﬁa £
existing structure only provide a clear zone of 2,800 mm between siabs at each floor level and had - . ; A 1 || | 2
very little existing plant area. : Ji) L ,S

The strategy proposed by consuiting engineer Roger Preston and Partners for controlling the : « l : : : £
internal environment uses a combination of chilled ceilings and active chilled beams 8 o= 3 ; 4 i 1 || i | | 3_
together with a new perimeter heating installation. This technology is recognised as providing 4 g ‘ , ek : ; : : ! L 7’;1 £
good comfort levels and is inherently energy efficient. it also has the major advantage of i || a E §
requiring only a 250mm ceiling and services zone. Together with a 100mm raised floor to distribute : 9| 3 = ',
data and power this allowed a clear finished floor to ceiling height of 2,445mm to be achieved. == 5 T Jm&:““': :| |: :W'—hl Y] > == ?
Other solutions investigated either significantly reduced net floor area or required lower ceiling J g I i1 !
heights. section through typical floor

The planning grid is aligned with the window mullions and allows the formation of cellular space e
without the need to alter pipe or ductwork arrangements. Additional cooling can be provided in a 1 existing concrete structure with central 3 existing columns 6 new double-glazed windows with integral 8 chilled ceilings with metal tiles

downstand beam 4 existing rainwater pipes venetian blinds 9 screed removed and 100mm raised floor installed

One of the centre-line row of columns, with
services squeezed into the ceiling zone

particular zone simply by replacing a chilled ceiling panel with an active chilled beam.

Restrictions imposed by the planners meant we could only locate low-level heat rejection
plant on the open roof. Partial use of the underground car park allowed the chilled water and air
handling plant, together with water storage and the stand-by generators, to be housed within the
basement, while heating boilers and pumps were installed within the existing oversized lift motor
room enclosure,

The building has only four passenger lift shafts. However, with the use of escalators to link the
new reception to the first floor lift lobby and modern lift controls, we were able to achieve current

2 existing external brickwork and blockwork 5 new perimeter radiators 7 chilled beams 10 plasterboard column casings

and replaced with a steel-framed composite deck to cater for its
occupation, with appropriate allowances for superimposed loads and
heavy finishes, including a grass lawn.

There were major strengthening elements to the project. Between the
entrance hall and office floors, two existing columns formed a visual

Structure

The project team concept was to minimise the modifications to the
existing structure as part of a risk management strategy. Areas of the
bullding where modifications were essential were opened up and
investigated in advance.

lift performance standards without the high cost of increasing shaft numbers.

The building falls within the requirements of Section 20 of the London Building Acts. Roger
Preston Fire developed a fire strategy for the building which upgraded lifts at both ends of the
building for fire-fighting purposes but essentially retained the original features of natural
ventilation to fire-fighting lobbies, and sprinkler protection to basement and retail areas.

The electrical supply to the building has been upgraded within the existing substations and
serves the office floors via bus duct risers with tap off units at each floor level. Standby generation
is provided for life safety systems with space allocated to allow incoming tenants toincrease this to

100 per cent back-up.

Access to lifts in first floor of the lobby, with

For the new roof-level plantroom along the length of the building,
extensive review and assessment of existing drawings was undertaken to
determine which elements needed to be strengthened.

Existing screeds were removed from all floors, providing a load
reduction which helped balance the extra load from the new plantroom

and helped increase available office headroom.

Generally, the building modifications involved the cutting of openings
and installation of trimming steels. Extensive cutting back of the
Brompton Road facade was required for installation of the double-storey

constriction. The 13-storey high columns supporting the central spine
strip were moved by approximately half a metre each. Waterman
Partnership installed temporary propping, placed new steel columns and
jacked back the loadings from the surrounding superstructure in careful
sequence. Differential shortening of columns was particularly significant,

as was the magnitude and timing of the jacking process.

This project shows that a successful project can be delivered by
engineers and architects working together well in an open and
responsive project culture, supported by an enthusiastic client.
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R gazed buy One Knightsbridge Green

shopfront with

terracotta cladding Hurley, Robertson and Associates

working details
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